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Placement Test Instructions

How to Use the Test 
Placement Test A can be used to determine the most 
suitable level for starting students in one of the three 
lower levels of the Top Kids series. For students who 
appear to have previous exposure or experience to 
English, you may wish to test them using Placement 
Test B to see which of the higher three levels of Top 
Kids would be suitable for them to begin with. The 
two sections of the test (Oral Test and Written Test) 
present sample questions from the three levels of Top 
Kids targeted by the different placement tests. Allow 
students to complete as much of the test as they feel 
confident attempting. Remind them that the purpose 
of the test is to find the best level of the series to begin 
with, not to pass or fail them in measuring their English 
ability. 

Oral Test
Before beginning the oral test, remind students to 
use full sentences when answering if they are able. 
For example, they should answer, “Yes, I do,” instead 
of simply “Yes,” or “I like ice cream,” instead of “Ice 
cream.” Students will be given partial credit for correct 
answers that are single words or simple phrases. Full 
credit is only possible for complete, grammatically 
correct spoken sentences. 
The Oral Test begins with some basic questions that 
are meant to elicit personal information from students. 
During the test, use friendly and helpful facial 
expressions and body language to help the students 
relax and feel comfortable. Ask questions and speak 
slowly and clearly throughout the test. When giving the 
test, you may repeat questions if necessary. 
The second portion of the Oral Test includes picture 
questions. For this portion of the test, show students 
the illustration provided with the test. For the first two 
questions, the test-giver may choose any two objects in 
the picture to indicate for the questions. This allows for 
some question variation when giving the test. 
The third portion of Oral Test A checks student 
comprehension of basic classroom language through 
command and physical response. The test-giver should 
say each command and then wait for the test-taker 
to follow the commanded action. For Oral Test B, 
test-takers are provided an information card. The 
test-giver will ask about the information, and the test-
taker should respond orally according to the provided 
information.
The fourth and final portion of the Oral Test includes 
a short written passage for test-takers to read aloud. 
While listening, the test-giver will score the student on 
five performance criteria: task completion (in following 
instructions for this part of the test), pronunciation, 
content comprehension (based on how well students 
show they understand what they are saying), fluency, 
and intonation. Partial credit is possible among all 
criteria in this portion of the test.

Written Test
The written test begins with two tasks that focus on 
material from the phonics review pages of the Top Kids 
series. Placement Test A includes fundamental phonics 
topics while Placement Test B targets more advanced 
phonics topics.
The next two portions of the Written Test focus on 
vocabulary and grammar questions. All questions are 
presented with visual support to clarify correct answer 
choices for each test item.
The vocabulary and grammar portions of the Written 
Test are followed by dialog and functional language 
tasks. For these questions, test-takers order questions 
and statements according to logical flow within 
conversational contexts.
The last section of the Written Test presents 
short reading passages followed by a series of 
comprehension questions. Placement Test A includes 
a story and a nonfiction passage. Placement Test B 
includes a single, longer nonfiction passage.

Scoring
Test-taker scores are compiled from results of both the 
Oral and Written tests. The total score that a test-
taker receives on the placement test can be compared 
to the table below in order to determine the most 
appropriate level for the student to begin study within 
the Top Kids series.

Test Score Top Kids Placement

Placement Test A

0 - 20 Begin with Top Kids 1

21 - 40 Begin with Top Kids 2

41 - 70 * Begin with Top Kids 3

Placement Test B

0 - 20 Begin with Top Kids 4

21 - 40 Begin with Top Kids 5

41 - 70 Begin with Top Kids 6

*  NOTE: If a test-taker scores above 60 on Placement 
Test A, his or her English ability may be above the level 
assumed appropriate for the test. Consider having the 
test-taker take Placement Test B.


